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A  sJwrt  Letter,  <^c. 


MY    BEAR    FRIEftTD, 

I  OU  will  only  receive  this  I^ettcr  when 
it  shall  have  assumed  the  form  of  a  Pamphlet. 
The  printer  will  intercept  and  sadly  nmtilate 
my  manuscri|)t,  and  with  some  alarm  you  will  re- 
ceive your  old  ac(juaintance  in  the  new  character 
of  an  author.  There  is  something,  liowever,  in 
this  age  particularly  felicitous  for  the  reception  of 
I)amf)hlcts,  they  are  every  day  crowding  in  abun- 
dance upon  the  attention  ;  the  subject  of  public 
interest  or  the  ephemeral  topic  of  the  hour  gene- 
rates and  is  illustrated  by  its  family  of  little 
books.  Comfort  yourself  in  the  hope  then,  that 
among  the  number  mine  may   remain  unnoticed, 


and  that  its  only  criticism  may  be  at  our  own  fire- 
side,  where  my  defence  will  surely  be  victorious. 

So  violent  are  the  endeavours  to  misguide  tlic 
public  mind,  and  so  much  do  the  new  principles 
now. afloat  require  a  steady  check,  that  I  do  not 
think  it  unbecoming  in  any  man,  capable  of  put- 
ting his  thoughts  upon  paper,  however  deficient  in 
the  ahility  adequate  tor  critical  notice,  or  though 
defective  in  the  minuter  points  of  intelligence,  to 
contribute  his  small  share  of  information  in  aid  of 
a  gooti  purpose,  and  lo  join  heartily  in  the  warn- 
ing-call to  liis  countrymen,  to  pause  before  they 
are  hurried  farther  on,  and  not  madly  to  sacrifice 
the  peculiar  and  certain  blessings  they  enjoy  in 
pursuit  oi  the  evils  they  imagine  to  exist. 

Vou  know  with  what  reluctance  I  always  leave 
our  distant  quiet  town,  which  though  not  without 
its  oppositions  and  its  parties,  generally  sees  their 
rancour  expire  in  an  angry  epigram,  or  some  patri- 
otic dogma  of  its  rival  papers.  But  here  (and  if 
suffered  to  endure  it  will  qui;  kly  spread  over  the 
nation)  party  assumes  a  more  hideous  aspect,  our 
domestic  hostilities  become  of  more  interest,  and 
partake  of  more  bitterness  than  is  usually  con- 
veyed in  the  hatred  of  a  foreign  enemy.  Bona- 
parte, and  his  plots,  and  his  weddings  are  for  the 
moment  forgotten  ;   he  is  allowed,  for  his  honey- 


moon,  a  respite  from  the  jokes  and  thercvilings  of 
the  British  press;  the  puhlic  attention  travels  not 
with  our  brave  army  in  Spain,  nor  is  it  arrested  by 
"  the  storm  that  is  brewinj^  in  the  north."  Xo  ! 
it  is  all  absorbed  in  the  progress  of  the  firs i  overt 
ac^  of  our  R£Fo  1131  tits  !  our  PATiiiors  by  puo- 
PESsiON'!!  the  attack  upon  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

As  I  approached  the  metropolis  I  found  its 
neighbourhood  occupied  by  troops,  whicii  a  go- 
vernment, proverbially  lenient,  was  compelled  to 
assemble  for  the  public  safety,  to  encounter  or 
prevent  a  shameful  insurrection  of  the  thoughtless 
populace,  in  opposition  to  an  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  temperate  and  more  manly 
determination  to  obey  where  resistance  was  only 
mischievous  and  absurd,  reserving  the  resolution 
to  try  the  right  of  that  order  by  the  sure  and 
legal  test  of  the  Constitution,  was  not  by  the  ad- 
visers of  Sir  Francis  Ikirdett  thought  suflicicntly 
striking.  A  more  brilliant  catastrophe  was  to  be 
provoked,  the  cause  was  hitherto  without  its  mar- 
tyrs, and  the  contemptuous  obstinacy  of  a  Aulky 
boy  was  as-^umed  in  the  vain  idea  of  trying  the' 
Mionroflhc  Executive  Government  to  enforct 
the  will  of  our  insulted  representatives.  Ti'C  mob, 
always  lumi  of  novelty,  and  loving  to  be  l'>lcl   ot 


the  wrongs  it  endures,  has  at  length  become,  it 
seems,  the  property  of  thk  refohmf.rs;  at  what 
they  have  only  dared  to  hint,  it  has  more  gene- 
rously and  impetuously  acted.  An  English  mob 
is  composed  of  the  best  of  stuff,  and  of  the 
soundest  individual  minds,  hut  it  is,  collectively, 
ever  too  much  at  the  service  of  the  demagogues. 
Would  to  God  that  these  gentry  would  have  the 
honesty  to  be  foremost  themselves  in  the  mischiefs 
they  excite  !  but,  with  a  wary  cunning,  they  are 
contented  to  blow  the  trumpet  in  the  rear,  and, 
sending  their  credulous  victims  forward  to  the 
danger,  would  weave  out  of  the  very  bloodshed 
they  have  perniciously  instigated  fresh  irritations 
and  new  outrages,  to  lead  to  a  repetition  of  the 
same  result. 

Thus,  within  this  fortnight,  have  some  inno- 
cent people  been  made  to  suffer,  the  civil  power 
been  set  at  defiance,  and  the  peace  of  the  capital, 
with  the  feelings  of  the  whole  nation,  been  out- 
raged. When  the  journals,  conveying  this  intel- 
ligence, shall  reach  the  cabinet  of  Napoleone,  his 
n)inisters,  yet  red  with  insurrection,  and  living 
monuments  to  the  people  of  the  earth,  of  the  free- 
dom which  follows  REVOLUTION  and  reform, 
\s  ill  ^larce  in  a  moment  back  to  the  ferments  of 
Paris,    in   1788  and  8o,  and,  exclaiming  that   in 


England  too  the  first  step  is  token,  they  uill  con- 
gratulate their  nmster  on  the  successive  massacres 
and  the  final  despotism  whit  h  we  should  have  to 
wade  through  and  to  support. 

To  enquire  after  the  actual  forniula  of  the  privi- 
lege and  power  thus  lattly  exercised  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  is  an  investigation  dteper  than  I 
have  pretensions  to  direct ;  nor  need  I  assume  that 
there  are  recorded  statutes  to  guide  me.  It  is,  at 
least,  a  power  not  more  undefined  than  much  of 
our  common  law  :  it  is  as  venerable  as  any  custom 
can  be  traced  in  its  practice,  nor  has  it  ever  been 
called  forth  with  more  necessity,  or  pointcil  witli 
more  temper  and  moderation  than  in  the  instances 
which  have  provoked  this  discussion. 

To  argue  then  as  to  its  origin  is  a  question  only 
for  curious  speculation,  it  is  reasonably  suffic  ient 
here  to  contend  (ot  its  necessity.  It  is  a  power  pa- 
ramount to  the  insults  of  vulgar  excess,  without 
which  the  House  cannot  maintain  its  weight  in 
the  executive,  nor  its  respectal)ility  in  the  eyes  of 
the  country;  it  indct-d  nould  be  a  state  <»f  repre- 
sentation, a  share  in  winch  it  wouhl  be  degrada- 
tion to  accept;  the  members  would  sit  in  a  man- 
ner tied  and  bound,  affecting  to  shut  their  ears  lo 
the  insolent  abuse,  whose  virulence  would  increase 
with  its  impunity,   and  be   potued  forth  froni  the 


sujiremc  debating  societies  which  infest  every 
corner  of  the  metropolis,  nay  perhaps  from  the 
gallery  itself;  or,  to  skreen  them^elves  from  out- 
rage, would  have  no  resource,  hut  to  clo-^e  their 
doors  against  the  public  altogether,  who  would 
thus,  by  means  of  their  paikhhs,  lose  the  gra- 
tification cheerfully  allowed  in  the  publicity  of 
our  national  concerns. 

It  may  appear  a  circumstance  of  surprise,    that 

the    FRIENDS     OF      I  H  E    P£0PLE,      the     SLLF-CON- 
STITUTED    GUARDIANS    OF     OUR    RIGHTS,    should 

wish  to  submit  the  privileges  claimed  by  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  to  the  decision  of 
judges  appointed  by  the  Crown  !  They  would 
argue  "before  the  king, "  against  the  rights  and 
honours  allowed  to  themselves,  in  the  Commons, 
and  hitherto  exercised  with  safety  to  the  consti- 
tution, without  any  question  from  the  other  two 
jjowers,  w  ho  alone  were  likely  to  have  the  dispo- 
sition, had  they  a  power  to  oppose  it.  Combining 
M'ith  this  remark  an  observation  of  the  sudden 
change  in  their  cry  from  "  Our  Sovereign,  the 
people,"  to  a  mock  reverence  for  *'  The  King," 
a  m:iterial  alteration  in  their  object  might  be  con- 
jectured. It  is  certainly  a  different  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding from  what  was  adopted  by  the  round- 
headed  strait- forward  disturbers  of  the  17th  cen- 
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tury ;  they  pulled  at  once  upon  tlie  throne,  and 
by  actual  violence  effected  its  overthrow.     The 
views  of  our  reformers,  though  deeper  calculated, 
are  still  but  ill  concealed  ;    they  are  not  the  less 
deadly  to  the  royal  power,  but  their  game  is  more 
insidious  ;     they    have    found    that    a   stubborn 
loyalty  is  wreathed  about  the  hearts   of  Critons, 
which  sets  an  open  attack  at  defiance  ;  they  wish 
to  be  skreened  in  their  operations  by  a  pretended 
deference  to  the  throne  ;   they  would  use  it  as  a 
stepping-stone  to  reach  at  the  crown  they  would 
destroy,  and  exert,  in  the  first  instance,  their  ef- 
forts against  the  House  of  Commons,  the  broad 
foundation  of  the  constitution,    which,  violently 
shaken,  they  know  would  bring  down  in  its  ruins 
the  whole  splendid  superstructure. 

Granting  for  the  moment,  which  no  matter  of 
fact  or  of  experience  can  substantiate,  that  a  com- 
mittal by  the  House  of  Commons,  for  an  interfe- 
rence with  its  proceedings,  or  for  a  denial  of  its 
authority  couched  in  terms  as  oficnsive,  as  its 
matter  was  ina(hnis;.ible,  was  an  assumption  of  pri- 
vilege imj)r()per,  because  not  defuKd  in  law,  a 
power  unknown  to  and  unacknowledged  by  the 
people  ;  then  the  necessity  of  a  fresh  enactment 
in  tliat  law  only  remains  more  obvious.  If  l\i- 
therto  defective  and  doubted,  the  limit  must  bc- 
u 
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comf  mow  extended  and  intelligible.  We  are  all 
iware  tljat,  in  the  5tagts  of  revolution  and  anarchy, 
whatever  is  the  executive  uhich  may  exist,  it 
exists  only  by  a  tyranny  tenfold  more  oppressive 
than  the  organ  of  a  ree;ular  govcrmnent ;  and  we 
should  learn  that,  in  the  time,  when  revohition 
and  insurrection  are  more  than  threatened,  each 
branch  of  a  regular  Government  should  be  armed 
with  encrcased  methods  of  defence. 

But  what  is  this  penal  punishment,  about  which 
50  much  ill  blood  has  hitn  raised,  about  which 
some  gor)d  blood  has  been  shed  ? — Where  arc  the 
despotic  acts  of  our  Legislature,  which  arc  to 
demand  the  violent  interposition  of  the  people? — 
About  what  are  we  to  meet  and  to  exclaim,  and  to 
shakedown  the  old  authorities  of  our  Government? 
— What  are  the  dungeons? — How  heavy  is  the  du- 
rance to  which  our  martyrs  are  doomed  ? — From 
what  sufferings  ha\e  the  niisguided  and  unfor- 
tunate rioters  lavished  their  lives,  and  insulted 
the  laws  for  their  rescue  ? — For  an  evil  too  slight 
for  the  s}  mjjiithy  of  poverty,  for  what  to  pride 
and  contumely  is  a  triumph,  for  a  nearly  nomi- 
nal restriction,  a  confinement  by  the  most  lenient 
of  judges,  who,  in  their  utmost  wrath,  almost 
leave  the  key  in  the  prisoner's  hand. 

I    know    that  the   argument  which   I  adopt  is 
what  may  be  called  here  unpopular.    What  I  com- 
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municate  to  you,   may,  amidst  the  multiplicity  of 
more  deserving  productions,  remain  unnoticed  and 
obscure;   but  were  I  an  elector  of  Westminster,   I 
would  without   dismay    repeat  it  from   the  hust- 
ings, after  the  inflammatory  harani^ue  of  the  most 
favourite  patriot.      Had  I   an  overweening  regard 
for   my  personal  safely,    I   might  stand  silent  be- 
fore a  French  or  an  American  mob,   in  the  most 
savage  days  of  their  revolutions,  but  I  know  my 
countrymen  well;    I  regret  that  they  are  so  easily 
given  up  to  the  wiles  of  our  ridiculous  reformers; 
nor  should  I  fear,  in  the  worst  of  days,  to  address 
to  them  the  old  lanj;ua2:e  of  our  old  laws  and  go- 
vernment.     I  would  again  and  again  direct  their 
attention  to  France,  for,  to  use  a  term  of  Mr,  Cob- 
bett's,  tliey  cannot  be  told  of  those  things  too  often. 
Under  their  first  regime  the  peo'ple  of  that  coun- 
try had  many  grievances  to   endure;  their  taxes 
M'ere  heavy,    uueciualiy  adajjtcd,    and    their  col- 
lection   vexatious  and  ill-arranged.      Artful  and 
unprincij)led    politicians    got   possession  of  their 
minds,    and    instigated     tiicm   to   revolution  and 
a  wild  revenge;   how  many  have  been  cut  off  by 
the  axe,  or  immolated  in  sjrne  more  horrible  man- 
ner, before  the  present  iron  period  of  their  history, 
no  records  perhaps  may  number  ;   but  in  its  vic- 
tims the  revolutionary  slaughter  has   been  indis- 
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iiiminatr,  the  criminal  intri2:iicr  has  hied  him- 
seU  to  revenge  llic  tloalhs  of  the  fainihcs  wlioni  he 
has  persecuted.  There  the  will  of  the  people  has 
hcen  indulged  to  the  zenitli  of  its  frenzy,  and  for 
what  have  they  at  last  exchanged  their  r)riginal 
evils  f*  In  amending  they  liave  undermined  a  go- 
vernment w'hicii,  compiled  to  the  present,  was 
mild  as  the  care  of  a  parent  to  the  knife  of  an 
executioner.  For  a  ta.\  on  salt  they  now  pay  a 
douhle  tax  in  blood;  for  a  temporary  relief  from 
feudal  tenure,  they  contribute  their  children  to 
the  eternal  conscription;  for  an  old  nobility  whom 
they  have  envied  and  destroyed,  they  are  fitted 
to  the  yoke  of  menial  upstarts,  under  whose  des- 
potism it  is  death  to  murmur. 

In  answer  to  all  the  speculative  theories  of  our 
reformers,  we  are  here  furnished  with  matter  of 
fact,  sufficient  I  trust  to  keep,  by  its  precept,  this 
kingtlom  in  the  enjoyment  of  internal  tranquillity, 
enough  to  make  each  man  rejoice  at  the  sacri- 
fice he  makes,  in  support  of  an  order  of  things 
perfect  as  the  frailty  of  human  nature  will  permit, 
and  induce  him  to  rally  round  and  to  support, 
not  endeavour  to  counteract  and  embarrass  his 
Government,  in  their  great  contest  for  the  safety 
and  existence  of  the  country. 

Though   very   little   of  my  attention  has  been 
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engaged  in  political  reflections,  I  have  lived  to 
see  gradually  and  at  last  rapidly  effecting,  a  ma- 
terial and  unpleasing  change  in  the  disposition  of 
my  countrymen.  The  seeds  of  suspicion  and 
discontent  have  been  industiiuusly  sown  upon  a 
soil  too  susceptible  of  new  impressions,  and  are 
quickly  obliterating  the  open  and  generous  feature 
which  distinguibbed  the  British  character.  Dis- 
appointed, perhaps,  at  the  partial  fortune  of  the 
national  enemyj  they  have  l;een  unfairly  taught 
to  account  for  the  tide  of  liis  success,  by  scruti- 
nizing for  failings  at  home.  Tiiey  waste  upon  the 
Government,  or  upon  one  another,  the  energies 
that  should  be  all  directed  abroad.  We  are  be- 
coming a  .  divided  people,  a  more  easy  prey  to 
our  old  rivals,  or  a  more  early  sacrifice  to  our 
own  dissentions.  Along  with  this  state  of  irri- 
tation, is  engrafted  a  strange  apprehension  of 
the  public  enemy;  the  warfare  is  not  belield 
with  the  steady  and  confident  eye  becoming 
England  in  her  battle  with  France.  The  na- 
tional taste  and  expectation  is  timid  or  caprici- 
ous; to  conquer  when  battle  was  inevitable,  or  to 
retire  when  retreat  was  advisable,  have  found  iu 
the  same  critics  the  same  calumniators.  To  secure 
the  applause  of  his  country,  the  general  must 
close  his  eyes  on  the  scene  of  his  exploits,   or  if 
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lie  lives,  live  to  be  taunted  with  rashness  or 
branded  Avith  pusillanimity.  The  temporary  fai- 
lure of  a  well-projected  and  gallant  enterprise  is 
to  fill  our  PATKiOTS  Mitii  dismay,  or  to  he  a 
handle  for  angry  troubles  at  home,  A  ri^id  spi- 
rit of  inquisition  is  set  on  foot.  Tiie  panders  of 
the  populace  must  drag  out,  and  suj)ply  their  per- 
verted appetite  M'ith  characters  to  destroy,  and 
the  altar  of  vulgar  opinion  is  seldom  left  without 
its  victim.  In  lof)king  at  the  newspapers  for  some 
years  back,  we  find  them  incessantly  occupied  in 
the  dissection  and  niangling  of  public  men.  A 
sort  of  base  vein  of  wrath  and  scandal,  cncreas- 
ing  ami  growing  more  complex  in  its  ramifica- 
tions, is  passing  through  and  searing  many  a  noble 
sacrifice,  distinguished  for  rank  or  for  ability,  and 
only  more  oj)CP,  from  the  publicity  of  station,  to 
the  meanness  of  popular  odium. 

To  oppose  the  spreading  niischief  of  these  new 
opinioiis,  of  these  ill-disguised  revolutionary  doc- 
trines, we  look  to  the  ostensible  friends  of  the 
Crown  and  the  Constitution,  but  we  find  them  by 
local  circumstances  broken  up  and  unconnected. 
Disagreeing  upon  matters  of  minor  importance, 
they  waste  on  each  other  the  resentments  and  the 
opposition,  whicli  should  be  all  planted  against 
the  desperate  part}-,  which  has  been  swelling  and 
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absorbing  strengtii  upon  tlicir  ruins.  Aniont^  the 
changes  of  the  evenitul  time  in  which  \vc  hve,  it 
may  not  be  unusc-ful  to  the  present  enquiry  to 
give  a  moment's  retrospect  to  the  great  change  in 
the  nature  of  parties  in  parhament.  There  used  to 
be  a  systematic  oj)position,  guided  by  strong  con- 
stitutional professions,  which,  while  rt  keju  a 
checlv,  perhaps  necessary,  upon  the  measures  of  a 
vigorous  government,  was  equally  ])repared  to 
restrain  the  foolish  and  dangerous  encroachments 
of  the  people.  Mr.  Fox  lived  long  enough  to  see 
dissolved  those  hands  of  statesmen,  at  the  head  of 
whom  he  and  his  rival  Pitt,  already  no  more,  liad 
so  long  divided  the  sentiments  of  the  nation.  No 
point  of  ancient  union  remains  to  collect  them 
again  together,  the  old  l:ind-marks  of  political 
princij>le  seem  to  be  effaced.  The  whig  and  the 
tory  may  combine  into  administration  with  no 
prejudice  to  disturb  their  cordiality,  or  may  secede 
into  a  disorganised  and  tumultuous  opposition 
where  no  pledge  ot  action  is  required,  and  no  sys- 
tem of  operation  is  agiced  upon.  The  old  parties, 
thus  cut  up  into  such  a  variety  of  interests,  lind 
themselves  frecjuently  engaged  on  the  side  of  the 
REFORM LU8,  who  alouc  sccm  to  preserve,  in  every 
question,  a  steady  aim  at  their  destined  object ; 
who  level,  throusih  the  ministry,  at  the  .state  itself. 
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and,  in  their  endeavours  to  dislodge  the  helmsmen, 
regard  not  the  dama^re  intlirtecl  upon  the  vessel. 

An  opposition  unuisc  enough  to  lend  its  exer- 
tions to  our  MODEKN  PATKiOTs  may  indeed  en- 
joy popularity,  till  arriving  thcnibelve*  at  power 
and  odium,  they,  in  their  turn,  become  elevated 
narks  tor  the  hootings  of  the  vulgar.  But  the 
popularity  of  this  day  is  not  formed  for  the  man  of 
any  constitutional  principle,  he  may  be  long  car- 
ried high  above  our  heads,  but  the  point  will 
at  length  come  when  he  must  stop,  wlien  he  can 
no  longer  accommodate  himself  to  the  unstable 
and  turbulent  fancies  of  the  people  ;  then,  with  all 
the  reccillection  of  his  former  services,  he  will  be 
buried  beneath  the  wave,  or,  receding,  it  will  leave 
him  an  object  only  conspicuous  for  their  ridicule 
and  hatred. 

It  is  not  with  asperity  that  I  would  particularize 
many  of  the  leaders  xihose  talents  and  worth  are 
lent  to  the  use  of  a  troublesome  faction  ;  there 
are  certainly  many  among  them  who  have  occa- 
sioned sorrow  rather  than  indignation,  in  the  re- 
flection that  they  have  chosen  to  sink  their  cha- 
racters to  the  level  of  such  a  cause.  It  may  not 
be  unworthy  their  attention,  nor  that  of  the 
thoughtless  populace,  who  are  in  their  train,  that 
when  tlie  people  become  paramount  in  their  will, 
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tbeir  idols  invariably  teiminate  by  being  theii 
tyrants  or  tlieir  slaves.  There  is  no  middle  course 
for  an  boncht  or  patriotic  ambition,  they  will  be 
trampled  on  or  forgot  in  the  storm  which  they 
have  contributed  to  raise,  but  which  lliey  have  uo 
influence  to  allay,  or  they  must  pervert  the  con- 
fidence that  has  been  reposed  in  them,  for  the  des- 
potic coercion  of  those  who  have  effected  their 
elevation. 

Sir  Vkancis  Burdett  will  shortly  open  his 
eyes  to  the  muck  that  is  expected  of  him  ;  he 
must  either  determine  to  stop  short,  to  extricate 
himself  from  his  load  of  popularity,  or,  if  he  is  yet 
to  be  the  leader  of  their  ganie,  tremble.^or  all  his 
firmness,  at  the  desperate  chance  he  has  to  play. 
If  i  mistake  not,  it  is  not  very  long  since  even  his 
exertions  did  not  keep  pace  with  the  fury  of  his 
constituents,  murmurs  were  already  heard  of  his 
indolence,  and  it  was  even  in  contcmplaliop  to  cast 
ftbout  for  $ome  more  active  adherent  : — who  the 
more  experienced  worthv  was  to  be  cannot  now 
be  divined,  he  rest-*  hitherto  undisturbed  tVon»  his 
obscurity,  and  is  likely  there  to  remain  ;  for  by  one 
glpriuu^  act  of  impnidencr,  by  one  gCBCituis  and 
direct  defiance,  Sir  Francis  lises  higlur  in  tlioir 
estimation  than  before.  A  ciisis,  an  opportunity 
for  tlie  c\hil>ition   of  p.itriotic   violence   1»j5  l)ccu 
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obtained,    and     the   proud   support    of    the    ee- 
loitMKK^  is  its  reward. 

Posterity   will  hardly  comprehend  the  extrenne 
ditVerence  of  estimation  attached  by  his  country  to 
the  services  of  a  noble  lord,    ulien   he  treads  the 
(juarter-deck  of  a  British  man  of  war,   or  when  he 
liaraiigues    from    the    hu')tin^s    of    Palace-Yard. 
\\'\i\\  an   intrepidity   becoming  the  profession  of 
which   he  is  so   distinguished  an    ornament,     he 
jushes  forward  in   the   van  of  a  party,    who  are 
^urpri'^ed  and  delighted  to  find    in  a  hero,   their 
liiciid!    To  talk  to  him  of  the  danger  attending 
the  dissemination  of  such  principles,   would  pro- 
bably oidy   rouse  his  enthusiasm,   and  rivet  him 
more  closely  to  the  cause  of  his  adoption.    Amidst 
the   discoveries  to   excite  the    apprehension   and 
alarm  of  the  nation  in   which  this  gallant  noble- 
man  is  so  felicitous,  he  would  have  us  believe  that 
a  weakness   threatens  the  British  Jieet !   but  we 
will  rather  argue  from  the  actions,  than  give  full 
credence  to  the  professions  of  this  unexpected  re- 
former, for  in  them  we  find  many  gaMant  proof* 
recorded  in  contradiction  to  such  assertions.      If 
he  is  resolved   to   waste  the  solid  regard   of  his 
countrymen,  by  being  only  seen  as  the  leader  of  a 
desperate   faction,   a    better    earned    and     more 
gratefully  bestowed  national  admiration  was  never 
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squaiiflercd  in  so  bad  a  service.  But,  the  memory 
of  his  achievements  will  remain  engraved  upon 
our  recollection,  and  when  he  can  no  longer  be 
followed  with  applause,  he  will  become  an  object 
for  general  regret. 

A  third  and  hardly  less  ostensible  supporter  of 
the  reformers,  can  by  this  time  pretty  .well  com- 
municate to  the  remaining  aspirants  the  true  re- 
lish for  popularity  ;  his  exertions  accidentally 
suiting  the  vitiated  taste  of  the  age,  he  at  once 
mounted  with  it  to  the  zenith.  'Ihe  legislators 
of  the  nation  were  entertained  with  the  whole  his- 
tory of  a  woman's  resentments,  who  had  the  for- 
tune to  discover,  among  her  friends,  one  gentle- 
man to  procure  them  publicity.  Her  story,  pecu- 
liarly fitted  for  the  sympathy  of  the  conrtdanle  of  a 
retired  apartment,  was,  with  every  spiteful  mi  nu- 
lla, which  could  at  least  distress  the  feelings 
where  it  did  not  assist  the  enquiry,  forced  upon 
the  public  attention,  and  leceived  by  our  patriots 
with  greedy  ears,  fur  the  subject  was  the  private 
failing  of  a  prince  !  The  extreme  merit  of  all  this 
discovery  was  received  with  exactly  those  accla- 
mations to  which  it  was  hberally  eniiile«l.  Hut  a 
flame  so  pure  requiies  many  a  fresh  accession  of 
fuel,  to  preserve  it  in  jieimanent  splemlour.  Are 
there  not  abuses  suHicient  and  palpable  enougli  to 
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fVed  th'iK  one  lamp  ?  The  army  ^reat-coats  hav« 
hecn  apjjlied  aiiH  exhausted.  The  cltKjudit  ne- 
cessity of*  savin«^  all  we  spend  lias  had  it^  ghtter 
and  expired.  His  well-deserved  popularity  is  with 
the  fickle  multitude  on  the  wane,  and  he  may 
shortly  have  left  only  the  happy  approbation  of 
his  own  bosom  to  n  ly  upon. 

To  enter  into  any  appeal  witli  the  horde  itself, 
Avith  those  M'ho  love  commotion,  because  no 
change  can  be  for  tliein  the  worse,  witii  those 
whose  characters  and  habits  are  indigenous  to 
such  a  cause,  with  the  eternal  talkers  who  are  as 
necessary  to  the  f)icce,  as  music  to  a  pantomime, 
and  who,  in  common  with  ihr;  directors  of  a  pup- 
pet-show, are  always  sure  of  their  crowd,  would 
indeed  he  an  unhandsome  call  upon  your  atten- 
tion, and  a  fruitless  exhaustion  of  my  own  time 
The  good  sense  of  the  pen|)le  uill  suiciy  retum, 
the  admirers  of  these  theorists  will  melt  away,  and 
leave  them  solitary  and  visible  beacons  of  what  we 
ought  to  slum. — I  turn  to  a  contest  more  impor- 
tant ;  of  my  cause  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  :  but  to 
encounter  and  remark  upon  Mr.  Cohbett,  the  giant 
of  their  j)arty,  may  demand  a  better  literaiy  ability. 

The  political  labours  of  Mr.  Coi;l)i  tt  m.>y  be  di- 
vided into  two  remarkable  stages,  in  which  they 
have  reflected  colours  of  the  niost  opposite  effect. 
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In  the  earlier  part  of  his  hfe,  with  a  manly  and 
somewhat  romantic  disret^ard  for  tlie  fury  v{  the 
rabble,  he  remained,  to  hazard  th€  language  of  an 
enthusiastic  and  loyal  Englishman,  in  tiic  niitlst 
of  the  revolutionized  mob  of  the  United  Statei. 
And  now,  in  defiance  of  consistency,  he  venturts 
to  disseminate  throughout  Eng^land.  the  tloctriiies 
of  an  American  fanatic  !  lie  lias  been  alternatelj 
the  sound  defender  or  the  morose  adveriary  of  thtf 
government;  the  same  line  of  conduct,  and  of 
opinion,  has  equally  found  in  Iiim  its  advocate 
and  its  opponent.  Individual  political  characters 
have  appeared  upon  his  pages,  supported  with  the 
a])plauscsof  an  adherent,  and  embellished  with  the 
partiality  of  a  private  tiiend.  They  ha\e  after- 
wards been  passed  through  the  machinery  of  iiis 
unstable  mind,  and  on  ai>other  paire  been  «;i^nji3« 
serl  with  all  the  tojce  of  his  ridicule,  with  all  tlic 
powers  of  his  contempt.  The  strong  energies  of 
his  mind  are  tiow  directed  to  the  subversion  of 
what  he  has  before  eminently  contributed  to  sup- 
port. His  language  is  nervous,  with  an  assump- 
tion (if  blunt  sincerity,  and  particularly  ad.iplcd, 
from  its  familiarity  of  expression,  and  n jecunn  of 
ornament,  to  the  comprehension  ofthecomnum- 
alty.  The  Political  litgislcr,  wherever  it  is  re- 
ceived, inflames  its  little  circle,   nay  it  i-.  the  ign-s 
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fatuus  pursued  by  the  whole  po}>ul.icc  of  West- 
minslrr,  nor  lias  it  been  without  its  weight  in  the 
late  proceedings  of  the  electors  of  Cambridge. 

His  style  has,  besides,  tiie  striking  recommenda- 
tion of  novelty  ;  while  it  is  guarded  with  the  cun- 
ning and  the  vigilance  of  an  attorney  from  the  di- 
rect committal  of  libel,  it  has  in  it  a  roughness 
and  personality,  the  exjicriment  of  whose  effect 
had  not  by  preceding  writers  been  tried.  The  ob- 
ject of  his  attack  is  drawn  in  a  coarse  and  strong 
caricatura,  calculated,  while  it  gratifies  a  political 
prejudice,  to  satiate  a  personal  and  hidden  hatred. 
The  statesman  who  incurs  his  opposition  is  not 
argued  to  or  admonished,  but  is  denounced  as  a 
criminal  to  the  popular  vengeance.  Junius,  hi- 
therto the  most  caustic  of  our  public  disputants, 
wrote  with  the  temper  of  a  gentleman.  The  edi- 
tor of  the  Register  writes  as  if  he  would  strike,  he 
condemns  as  if  he  would  love  to  be  the  execu- 
tioner. The  satire  of  the  first  cut  deep,  yet 
smooth,  with  the  fineness  of  the  razor  ;  the  pen  of 
the  other  mangles  as  with  a  hatchet. 

At  one  of  the  two  phases  of  his  career,  Mr.  Cob- 
beit  must  have  either  rejected  all  limit  of  princi- 
ple, or  have  been  most  roundly  n1i^>taken.  If  he 
is  only  7iow  in  the  right  way  of  thinking,  and  in  a 
beconiing  course  of  action,  how  agonizing  should 
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be  his  reflection  at  the  mischiefs  which  he  laments, 
and  which  he  has  helped  to  occasion.  If  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things  is  really  so  'cery  bad,  hovf 
ought  he  to  regret  the  great  share  he  has  had  in 
their  perversion. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  same  mind,  ere  it  dis- 
tilled its  poison,  had  to  work  out  an  antidote. 
The  current  pages  of  the  Register  are  best,  and 
conclusively  refuted  by  a  perusal  of  its  earlier 
volumes,  and  by  the  first  honest  and  unprejudiced 
productions  of  Mr.  Cobbctt. 

The  personality  of  these  remarks   shall  be  ter- 
minated by  a  slight  animadversion  upon  the  pre- 
cepts and  machinations  of  a  venerable  politician, 
who,    during  the  vigour  of  his  youth  and  ability, 
never  had  the  fortune  to  secure  a  partisan  or  pub* 
lie  friend.     In  afar  advanced  age,   when  a  decav- 
ing  frame  is  an  insufficient  organ  for  the  unsub- 
dued impulses  of  his   active  and  turbulent  dispo- 
sition, he  has  found  pupils  eager   to  receive  and 
propagate  his  doctrine  ;  he  may  exist  not  without 
the  hope,   "  ere  he  depart  and  be  no  more  seen/' 
of  witnessing  some  of  tlie  blossom  from  the  per- 
nicious   plants   of   his  culture.     The  journals   of 
haU  a  century  commemorate  the  virulent  and  in- 
discriminate disputes  of  a  life  spent  in  an  angry 
and  ingenious  opposition  to  the  order  of  society  ; 
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the  j)])cnomcnon  o£  lii-s  political  ap'ccmtnts  has 
hcen  reserved  fur  the  iucousistcucies  of  more  suit- 
able thiyti. 

As  the  danger  of  anticipated  uiiaghief  may  be 
always  blunted  by  oppoitiinity  for  preparation, 
the  ultimate  aim  of  the  reformers  ii  uot  developed 
in  the  open  and  undisguised  topics  of  their  coBir 
plaint.  Tliobe,  indeed,  serve  as  a  sort  of  stand- 
ing grievarices,  for  the  purpose  of  monotonous 
declamation,  but  they  can  lay  them  quietly  aside 
to  t;ivc  a  sharj^cr  e(\'j;e  to  the  multiplying  occur- 
rences (jf  the  moment.  No  reform  short  of  re- 
volution, no  change  short  of  complete  disorder, 
and  which  shall  put  all  power  within  their  con- 
troul,  can  keep  p^ce  with  their  unquiet  determi- 
nation. An  endless  succession  of  minor  but  of 
mischievous  discontents  is  displayed  to  agitate  the 
nation.  An  unlooked-for  disturbance  has  now 
burst  upon  us,  in  the  attack  upon  the  power  of 
parliament.  How  mueli  further  the  line  is  to  be 
spun  from  this  e\ent  it  is  needless  to  conjecture, 
for  there  is  no  public  occurrencf  vhatever,  from 
which  uproar  may  not  be  e.xcited  by  the  eloquence 
of  our  civic  orators. 

The  Catholic  questiov.  though  so  often 
vanquished,  with  a  peculiar  facility  of  revival^  is 
become  an  unextinguishable  torch,  and   w  ill  con- 
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tinue  a  subject  of  animosity,  as  long  as  there 
exists  in  the  country  any  dread  of  tlie  power  of 
France,  or  a  deprecation  of  treason  in  Ireland. 
Had  not  that  form  of  religion  found  the  adoption 
and  support  of  Bonaparte,  I  regret  to  believe 
that  its  advocates  would  not  have  marshalled  in 
such  strength.  A  concession  on  this  point  seem- 
ing rather  to  be  recommended  to  our  fears  than 
argued  to  our  reason,  my  undiminished  confi- 
dence in  the  power  of  the  nation,  and  the  integrity 
of  her  establishment^  would  induce  me  to  reject  it. 
Independent  of  the  time  and  circumstance  of 
its  introduction,  I  caunot  see,  in  the  measure  itself, 
a  sufficient  pledge  of  that  increased  unanimity 
which  it  professes  to  acquire.  No  penal  statutes 
now  remain  to  oppress  the  great  body  uf  our  Ro- 
man Catholics,  the  poor  of  Ireland.  They  may 
be  said  to  require  a  relief  from  tythes,  but  such 
a  measure  might  only  tend  to  the  abrogation  of 
all  ecclesiastical  system,  without  the  desired  be- 
nefit to  themselves;  as  the  landlords  would  im- 
mediately lay  upon  their  estates  the  increased 
value  of  the  abolished  tythes.  That  an  amelio- 
ration of  the  state  of  this  class  of  the  comumnity 
is  absolutely  necessary,  1  would  assist  strongly  to 
enforce:  but  I  repeat  my  conviction,  that  theii 
happiness  and  peace  are  in  the  hands  of  the  iuUi- 
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Vidual  landlords  alone  ;  that  no  intfrfcrfnce  of 
Parliament  in  the  shape  of  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion, or  any  other  mode  short  of  fixing  the  maxi- 
nuim  of  rents,  can  do  them  any  real  service. 
Those  who  pretend  to  explain  their  sufferings  di- 
rect all  their  complaints  into  this  narrow  channel, 
but  the  hope  to  restore  their  (juiet,  by  acting 
upon  such  a  presumption,  would  he  to  throw  out 
a  feather  for  an  anchor,  "  to  cast  a  stone  for 
bread." 

By  opening  the  highest  orders  of  the  professions 
and  the  state  to  the  ambition  of  the  Catholics,  the 
public  councils  would  no  doubt  gain  an  accession 
of  much  respectable  talent,  and  the  landed  in- 
tei^st  probably  secure  a  preponderating  influence 
in  the  representation.  But  these  advantages  can- 
not be  procured  at  a  less  expence  than  the  even- 
tual hazard  of  the  Protestant  Supremacy,  for  their 
encroachments  and  our  concessions  would  be  per- 
petual, till  reaching  an  equal  level,  a  contest 
for  the  mastery  would  remain  to  be  decided.  With 
a  disposition  not  illustrative  of  the  frank  and  ge- 
nerous character  of  the  Sister  Island,  the  de- 
mands of  the  Catholics  have  kept  even  pace 
with  the  national  embarrassments.  A  long  reign 
of  lenient  and  parental  attention  has  removed 
<;very   gaHiug   restriction,    without   producing    a 
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correspondent  cordiality,  or  alleviating  the  ftr- 
mcnt  of  their  discontent.  So  determined  are  they 
BOW  become  in  their  demands,  that  no  capitula- 
tion whatever  is  to  be  admitted  in  our  terms,  we 
are  called  upon  to  surrender  at  discretion  ;  they 
would  no  doubt  expect  to  plant  their  Bench  of 
Bishops  in  the  House  of  Lords;  and  thus,  by  a 
splendid  patronage,  indemnify  the  Pope  for  the 
spoliations  of  his  elder  children.  May  such  harr 
xnony  and  such  a  bond  of  union,  remain  a  dis- 
tant and  beautiful  object  for  speculation,  but  be 
never  tarnished  by  the  actual  experiment ! 

The  necessity  of  a  parliamentary  reform 
is  urged  by  many  arguments,  which  impute  the 
difficulties  of  the  state  to  the  corruption  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  which  reconmiend  a 
more  liberal  extension  of  the  elective  franchise, 
in  the  assumption  that  the  present  class  of  voters 
are  insufficient  as  to  numbers,  or  honesty,  to  re- 
turn a  fair  representation  of  the  peoj)le.  To  those 
who  see  no  danger  in  opening  the  door  to  inno- 
vation, or  who  conceive  that  our  modern  patriots 
would  he  so  easily  satisfied,  no  theory  can  be  less 
objectionable.  But  if  the  majority  of  the  pre- 
sent constituents  is  really  corrupt  and  unworthy 
of  trust,  \\h;it  is  the  chance  of  improvement  fn>m 
any  varied  selection  of  a  people,    who   l)v  a  con- 


28 

sequent  analog^y  may  be  consi«lered  equally  de- 
praved ?  As  longr  as  c^old  possesses  its  faculty  of 
insinuation,  \vc  may  dread,  that  in  spite  of  every 
precaution  short  of  a  .san;;uinnry  penal  statute, 
the  road  to  a  bar<^ain  of  the  representation  will  lie 
as  open  as  ever.  To  difl'use  a  more  j^eneral  pro- 
perty ill  the  votes,  might  serve  only  to  raise  the 
price  of  the  markets,  and,  hy  the  splendour  of  the 
purchase,  rivet  the  aristocratic  influence  more 
exclusively  than  before.  That  such  a  conse- 
quence is  to  be  lamented  I  am  eager  to  admit, 
but  my  sympathy  and  regrets  are  not  very  vio- 
lently excited,  because  the  state  of  society  is  not 
sufficiently  original  for  the  precepts  of  a  Lycur- 
gus.  I  should  rejoice  to  see  the  House  of  Com- 
mons cleansed  from  every  suspicion  of  impurity 
by  the  honesty  of  the  electors,  but  it  rather  ap- 
pears to  n)e,  that  the  matter  for  reform  lies  in  tlv 
disposition  of  the  people,  than  in  the  constitution 
of  the  legislature,  and  that  no  interference  of  tlie 
parliament  would  be  competent  to  enforce  a  con- 
sistent exercise  of  the  privilege  of  election,  to 
whatever  class  of  the  community  it  might  be  de- 
legated. 

After  all  the  obloquy  which  our  rotten  boroughs 
seem  to  demand,  no  matter  of  fact  evinces  that 
the  members  actually  furnished  by  thetn,  arc  per- 
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sonally   of  a  description   less  adequate  for   the 
important  trust,    than   those   chosen   in   a   mode 
less  corrupted  or  controuled.      It   would   indicate 
the   obstinacy   of  a   bigot,    the    very    slave  of  a 
party,  wilfully  blind   to  the  publicity  of  the  par- 
Jiamentary  proceedings,  to  deny  that  tlie  house  is 
unremittingly  engaged  in   the  superintendence  of 
the  revenue,  and  vigilant  in  enquir}'  into  every 
branch   of  the  expenditure.      An  economical  re- 
form,  which  is  a  promised  effect  of  t lie  other  re- 
form, is  in  fact  already  nearlij  attained,   or  in  a 
close  and  certain  course  of  pursuit.    Minute  re- 
trenchments and  careful  regulations  are  instituted 
in  every  public  department.     The   ancient  sour- 
ces of  ministerial  patronage,  and  the  private  power 
of  reward  in  the  Crown,   are  largely   contributed 
to   the   exigence  of  the  state.     It  is  not  fair  to 
impute  to  these  days,  the  abuses  which  had  accu- 
mulated for  a  century,    and  which  it  is  the  daily 
occupation  of  our  legislature  to  detect    with   ri- 
gour,   and  restrain  with  impartiality. 

It  would  not  suit  the  dignity  of  this  powerful 
empire,  to  measure  her  resources  with  the  penuri- 
ous calculation  befitting  the  establishment  of  a 
transatlantic  republic.  I  wish  not  to  witness  the 
time  wbcn  a  statesman  may  arrive  at  the  posses- 
sion of  power,  without  the  emolument  adequate 
to  the   distinction,   and    responsibility  of  liis   aj)- 


^ointjncnt  A  more  tyrannical  government  than 
a  ministry,  tiius  indcpendeut  of  the  national  fa* 
vour,  1  canuut  imagine  to  exist.  They  must,  ia 
accepting  of  j)Uce,  have  in  view  sonic  object 
liigluT  than  lU  present  ostensible  reward,  and 
probably  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  tl\e  country, 
which  they  might  pursue  to  its  completion,  ua- 
checked  by  the  desire  for  popular  regard,  now  to 
much  the  interest  of  an  administration  to  retain. 
Some  modern  Charlatans  loudly  tender  their  wish 
to  accept  of  office  upon  the  cheapest  of  terms; 
and  to  direct  our  affairs  for  the  mere  gratification 
of  their  patriotism  ;  I  umch  question,  should  they 
once  get  in,  but  wc  might  discover  that  while 
they  were  unanimous  in  a  jealousy  of  the  people 
in  possession,  they  had  by  no  means  an  indis- 
criminate objection  to  the  existence  of  the  places 
themselves. 

Mr.  Cobbctt  has  astounded  many  a  ruminating 
village  politician,  by  his  description  of  the  taxes  of 
whole  parishes,  devoured  by  some  one  placeman, 
who  is  produced  as  the  immediate  object  for  his 
opprobrium.  The  chicanery  of  such  representations 
is  unworthy  his  affectation  of  solid  reasoning:  it 
is  a  mere  tub  to  the  whale.  Were  he,  with  the 
minuteness  of  calculation  in  which  he  is  an  adept, 
to  explain  how  much  the  parish,  and  (if  no- 
minal fractions  descended  so  low)   how  little  each 
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person  would  be  in  pocket,  by  tbe  abolition  of 
all  such  places,  his  rustic  followers  Mould  turn 
ungratified  and  disappointed  from  his  labours. 

There  is  surely  no  necessity  that  the  minor  sav- 
ings of  the  state  should  be  at  once  ungraciously 
enforced,  to  the  immediate  ruin  of  many  un- 
offending families  ;  nor  would  the  violent  intro- 
duction of  such  Jewish  principles,  the  gratifica- 
tion of  what  resembles  an  individual  hatred,  ra- 
ther than  an  enlightened  policy,  be  likely  to  ac- 
quire the  approbation  of  the  country. 

In  such  a  review  of  the  leading  points  of  dis- 
cussion, as  the  limits  of  a  production  irksome  from 
its  novelty  would  admit,  it  has  not  been  my  in- 
tention to  deny  that,  in  every  regulation  of  so- 
ciety, there  will  be  found  some  defection  or  in- 
convenience suflicient  to  excite  a  partial  irrita- 
tion of  the  discontented  ;  my  object  has  rather 
been  to  remove  the  microscope  from  the  public 
eye,  to  restore  the  mole-hil  to  its  just  dimen- 
sion, believing  that,  by  the  rational  and  temperate 
course  of  reform  now  acted  upon,  every  grievance 
will  ultimately  be  more  safely  removed,  than  by 
the  interposition  of  an  innovation,  which  by  al- 
tering the  habits  might  endanger  the  existence 
of  the  constitution. 

It  they  liave  any  sort  of  title  to  the  patriotiam 


they  affect^,  the  turbuldit  distuibers  of  the  pubh'c 
mind  should  be  ristrained  by  the  coosideratioa 
tliat  the  ferments  tliey  excite  are  the  best  allies 
which  Na|)ok'()n  has  liitherto  discovered  in  his 
contest  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  they  arc 
more  eflective  towards  our  final  extinction  and 
overthrow,  than  all  his  victories  and  accjuisitions 
on  the  Continent.  The  rest  of  the  nation  looks 
on  disgusted  at  the  outnij^es  against  a  Govern- 
ment, which  in  their  very  occurrence  are  proofs 
of  its  lenity. 

My  tax  upon  your  attention  is  now  at  an  end, 
I  have  completed  the  short  task  so  unexpectedly 
undertaken,  and  drawn  from  me  by  the  unusual 
circumstances  of  the  moment ;  I  rise  from  it  with 
a  consciousness,  that,  however  defective  in  ar- 
ranorment,  the  observations  are  those  of  a  mind 
ardently  zealous  for  the  glory  and  security  of  the 
country. 
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